Porterville College Academic Senate	APPROVED
Minutes: August, 27 2021


I.	Robert Simpkins called the meeting to order at 8:03.

II.	Roll Call: 
Voting Members: Robert Simpkins, President; Sarah Rector, Vice President; Miles Vega, Past President; Matthew Flummer, Secretary-Treasurer; Rickelle Syrdahl, Stephanie Cortez, Bret Davis, Patty Serrato, Elizabeth Buchanan, Lupe Guillen, Miguel Ruelas, Ben Makino
Non Voting Members: Rebecca Baird
Guests: Melissa Long

III.	The agenda was approved *(M-S-P, Miguel Ruelas, Sarah Rector).

IV. 	The minutes were approved as amended *(M-S-P, Sarah Rector, Stephanie Cortez).

V.	Discussion/Action Items:

1. Introductions
2. Campus Access: Bob will have a meeting with Thad to discuss who has the authority to make a decision concerning faculty being able to come to offices after hours
3. New Faculty Position requests: Dr. Habib wants the list by mid-October. So, we need to start this process as soon as possible.
a. Failed searches will not need to be requested again. 
b. There should be a discussion about what happens in the second level interviews.
c. We’ve had to cancel some science classes, so we need to hire someone as soon as possible
4. Areas to review for Fall semester
a. Medals of distinction criteria/procedure: we need to shore up the language on this. Admin is displeased because we gave out 33 medals and this makes it look like everyone gets an award. But we need to maintain faculty control so that we don’t get forced into one medal per division. 
b. Scholar of the year criteria/procedure
c. Emeritus status criteria/procedure: we need to clarify the language on this too. Admin has a different idea about the criteria. Does it come from the senate or the president? Dr. Habib didn’t like going back into the past, that emeritus should only be for faculty who retire that year. Dr. Habib also requested that we research what happens at other universities. Miles, Stephanie, agreed to form a group with Jeff Keele to discuss and research criteria/clarified language for who is eligible for emeritus status. The deadline for emeritus recommendations needs to be at the end of the fall semester.
5. New Task Force Updates
a. Professional development: tie into a group that is a semester long seminar with Achieving the Dream. We need to maintain control of the process. Some in the admin are skeptical of the value of faculty lead professional development. One criticism is that it is led by the same people all the time.
b. Academic Integrity: fraudulent enrollments on the rise – people are exploiting us to get the financial aid. The crooks are usually outside the service area, older birth dates, no phone numbers. The chancellor wants each college to come up with their own protocols. What we need is to help the faculty figure this out. Some will use automated software to do fraudulent work. If faculty suspect this, contact financial aid and let them handle it.
c. OER/ZTC: Thad wanted to form a group to explore how to facilitate OER and ZTC. He wants it to be led by faculty. We need to keep him in the loop because he has access to grants. Part of what we need to do is streamline the process and educate students on what ZTC actually is.

VI. Reports

1.  Dr. Habib was happy with Flex but we haven’t seen the survey from faculty.
2. Music is still trying to figure out how and when to do concerts.
3. Clinicals in health careers are gearing up 
4. Language arts had two adjuncts decide not to teach because of vaccine requirements and one adjunct passed away.
5. Science: one year temp backed out so many classes were cancelled. Faculty have been using mics to teach. 
6. Student services are seeing students in-person and online. 
7. CCA’s first meeting is Monday.
8. Outcomes met on Wednesday. PLOs are not handed down written on stone tablets by God and thus they can be smashed and re-written. 


VIII.	Adjourn: 9:11

Respectfully Submitted,


Matthew Flummer, Secretary-Treasurer

*In consideration of the Brown Act, Items considered to be part of routine procedural business or that incur a unanimous vote have been determined to not require delineation of votes.

