Porterville College Academic Senate	APPROVED
Minutes: November, 12 2021


I.	Robert Simpkins called the meeting to order at 8:02.

II.	Roll Call: 
Voting Members: Robert Simpkins, President; Sarah Rector, Vice President; Matthew Flummer, Secretary-Treasurer; Rickelle Syrdahl, Stephanie Cortez, Bret Davis, Patty Serrato, Elizabeth Buchanan, Miguel Ruelas
Non Voting Members: Rebecca Baird, Dustin Acres, Joel Wiens
Guests: 

III.	The agenda was approved *(M-S-P, Patty Serrato, Sarah Rector).

IV. 	The minutes were approved as amended *(M-S-P, Miguel Ruelas, Elizabeth Buchanan).


V.	Discussion/Action Items:

1. Faculty Emeritus Nominees – New procedure in place and we received two nominations.
a. Motion to approve the two nominees for emeritus status and to move the two names forward to administration *(M-S-P, Miguel Ruelas, Bret Davis) 
b. Motion to approve to add David Hensley to the faculty emeritus nomination *(M-S-P, Rickelle Syrdahl, Bret Davis)
2. CTE provided a document for the discontinuance of the AS Business management with an emphasis in human resources management degree. The purpose is to streamline the program and there’s no impact.
a. Motion to approve the discontinuance of the AS in Business management with an emphasis in human resource management. *(M-S-P, Sarah Rector, Bret Davis)
3. Retired faculty emails – when faculty retire, their emails are deactivated the day after their last day. If they want a retiree email, they have to request it through HR, then it is forwarded to IT. Roger Perez is willing to add a page to the faculty directory for retired faculty. 
4. Medals of Distinction/Scholar of the Year proposal
a. Motion to approve the Medals of Distinction/Scholar of the Year proposal *(M-S-P, Rickelle Syrdahl, Patty Serrato)
5. Senate President Election Process – there is one nomination and someone who has agreed to run
a. Miles Vega will be retiring, and the senate president has the authority to nominate another past president
6. UCM Transfer Pathways – UCM is eager to get more CC students from the Valley to transfer to Merced. Thad is leading a group from our campus to facilitate transfers from KCCD. The goal will be to figure out what we can do to facilitate this. Part of this will be program maps. 
7. Winter Intercession – there’s a bit of an impasse because things that were proposed were not going to be accepted by the Senates of the colleges. The consensus is to form a district task force. The idea is to do more to help students get the classes that they need. 
8. ASCCC Hayward Award for “Excellence in Education” – we can nominate one full-time and one part-time faculty member. Elizabeth Buchanan wants to nominate Melissa Long for her service to the college. The deadline for the paperwork is the day of our next meeting- 12/10.
9. Brown Act/In-person meeting requirement for Spring 2022 – The Brown Act requires that we have in-person meetings. This was suspended due to COVID. The new update is that at the end of January we must start meeting in-person again, unless there is a state of emergency that precludes us meeting in-person. This will allow us to meet virtually for 30 days at which point we’ll have to vote again.
10. Fall Task Force Updates
a. Professional Development – there’s a group working with Achieving the Dream that is creating a plan; but that plan doesn’t have to be what our College adopts. We need more buy-in from the campus. Once they present their plan, we’ll have further discussion.
b. Academic Integrity – in the future Erin Wingfield will be handling reports from faculty
c. OER/ZTC – there are 6 recommendations; Fresno City and Reedley are using HERF funding to investigate OER and implement it into classes. We’ve also been gathering data. 
11. Guided Pathways Update – last summer we did a pilot of the Guided Pathways Academy. There will be another one in the Spring with 5 faculty members. There will be a stipend. 

VI. Reports

1. Senate President – faculty rankings meeting with the president was cancelled. Robert’s presentation to the office of educational services was well received by the district. It requires much more faculty involvement. The chancellor is interested in not having such a top down approach in educational services.
2. Divisions:
3. Fine Arts: next week the choir, band, and orchestra concerts will be recorded. The faculty art show is open. 
4. Kinesiology: changing the numbering system of courses. 100-lecture; 200-activity; 300-competitive
5. Natural Science: in the process of converting all biology classes to BIOL designation, this aligns with C-id. Also, Rickelle’s class was shut down and had to be moved online. Tulare County has a protocol in which if you have 3 COVID positive individuals (or symptomatic?) in one class, then this counts as an outbreak. Perhaps we should have a clearly delineated protocol. Somehow they let all the students go to their other classes, they just couldn’t go to hers. 
6. Social Science has a few classes that meet the Area F requirement that have either been accepted or are in process.
7. Student Services – open registration begins Wednesday.
8. Curriculum – some degrees seem like they have more hours because of double counting. Program certificate reviews have begun. Investigation of activity units within kinesiology has begun. Discussion of bachelor’s degree has begun coupled with the idea of credentialing. 



VII.	Adjourn: 9:48


Respectfully Submitted,


Matthew Flummer, Secretary-Treasurer

*In consideration of the Brown Act, Items considered to be part of routine procedural business or that incur a unanimous vote have been determined to not require delineation of votes.
