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I.
The Curriculum Committee 
 
A. The Role of the Curriculum Committee
SECTION I:  The Curriculum Committee
The Curriculum Committee plays a central role in the California Community Colleges. This role has expanded tremendously with the expanding role of faculty in community college governance and with the expanding demand for a curriculum which is flexible and responsive to the needs of our increasingly diverse student body. These demands have necessitated, now more than ever, that faculty understand the role of the curriculum committee, remain committed to high curriculum standards, and implement the college curriculum in an organized, efficient manner, in order to effectively facilitate the development of curricula. 
Part A.  The Role of the Curriculum Committee
The Education Code and Title 5 specify the following:

1. The academic senate has primary responsibility for making recommendations in the area of curriculum and academic standards [Ed. Code §70902(b)(7)]. This right is protected as a minimum standard set by the Board of Governors [Ed. Code §70901(b)(1)(E)].

2. The local governing board has the responsibility to establish policies for and approve courses of instruction and educational programs [Ed. Code §70902(b)(2)].

3. The Board of Governors has the responsibility to develop policies and guidelines for strengthening the role of the academic senate with regard to determination and administration of course approval and curricula [AB 1725 Section 61] and has done so in Title 5 §53203 and §55002.

4. The academic senate has the authority and responsibility delegated to it by the KCCD Board to develop recommendations on policies and procedures in academic and professional matters, which include curriculum [Title 5 §53203]. 
5. The curriculum committee has the responsibility to recommend to the KCCD Board those courses and programs which meet stated standards Title 5 §55002].

The Curriculum Committee reviews and recommends courses and programs functioning under policies and procedures set by the academic senate (either through primary advice to or mutual agreement with the board). The board approves courses and programs recommended directly by the curriculum committee and with the assurance of the academic senate that established policies and procedures have been reviewed and followed. The Board of Governors has final approval for educational programs passed by the KCCD Board.  

The role of the Curriculum Committee is specified in Title 5 in the area of recommending courses and programs in the curriculum. However, other duties may be assigned to the committee as part of the shared governance structure of the college. 
